In today's commercial world, accounting softwares are of great importance for purposes of collecting, classifying and yielding financial reports; thus, it is an essential necessity for every firm to select appropriate and highly efficient software in order to reach their organizational goals. This study applies Analytic Network Process (ANP) method for classifying the features of accounting softwares based on characteristics of accounting information systems (AIS). The results prove the great importance of compatibility, training and integrity variables from users' point of view in paired comparison.
INTRODUCTION
Business world, today, is facing a rapid change; among the most significant reasons are: globalization, increasing growth of IT, more investments on different IT grounds and also its combination with research and development costs (Frishamar, 2002) . One of the growth grounds of IT is to develop applied softwares in different fields like corporation organizations. Organizational services are increasingly relying on softwares. In many cases, organizational success depends on the success of the softwares being applied by the organization for doing everyday tasks. As a profession in business environments, accounting has a wide interrelationship with IT; as a result, it is largely dependent on applied softwares of the field. Firms and organizations have grown up, they bear a relatively higher load of financial and accounting data; thus, traditional systems are not responsive anymore and corporations have to apply state-of-the-art IT tools and accounting softwares so that they can survive, save their position, and create competitive advantage in the current competitive atmosphere. Accounting softwares, being a focal financial database, record, classify, summarize the financial activities of firms and finally gives out a financial report to be decided upon. Accountants, as the users of these softwares, wish to do their job by a software having high consistency with AIS characteristics. Compatibility, flexibility and integrity consist the most significant characteristics of accounting information systems. In order to enhance the evaluation of accounting softwares, features such as general characteristics, training and report capability can also be used. This study has been carried out on the base of a previous research by Ramazani (2012) , on the examination of the existing gap between actual and ideal conditions of accounting softwares. Below one can see six characteristics posed by him: a. General characteristics: including features related to guarantee, popularity, after-sale services, price, user-friendliness, etc. b. Compatibility: is related to compatibility of the software with obligatory and optional necessities of explicit and implicit requirements, efficiency of the software, proper database, etc (Pressman, 1987) . c. Flexibility: the ability of the software to adapt itself to upcoming changes of the firm. d. Security: the ability of the software in protecting the data against hackers, backup and items related to control and protection. e. Training: high capability of Help section of the software in guiding the user for the best use. f. Reporting capability: the ability of the software in giving out comparative reports with clearer graphics and desirable for users.
RESEARCH OBJECTIVES
This study aims at examining the interdependency of accounting software's characteristics by applying ANP method, in order to classify the characteristics based on the existing interdependency for the purpose of users' purchase decision and the software manufacturers.
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
The study is of survey type and applied in purpose. Questionnaires are used to collect the primary data (paired comparison) and articles, books etc. for collecting secondary data. 
RESEARCH MODEL
In this network model, six criteria are defined for selecting the accounting software: general characteristics, compatibility, flexibility, control (integrity), reporting capability, and training, all of which are interdependent. We are going to examine and classify the significance level of the criteria, according to the availability of interdependency among software's criteria. 
Analytic Network Process
Due to shortcomings of Analytic Hierarchy Process (AHP) and incapacity of this approach in considering the interdependency between criteria and items, professor Sa'ati(1996) developed another approach known as ANP. The advantage of ANP over AHP is that it takes the dependency of the criteria into account (Yüksel, 2007) .AHP organizes the components of a system in the form of a hierarchy, so that every component can be dependent on the component at the higher level and this dependency continues to the highest component in a linear mode. In other words, the dependency must occur in a linear mode in an ascending or descending order. If the dependency is mutual, i.e. weight of criteria is dependent on weight of options and weight of options is dependent on weight of criteria, the situation is not of AHP mode anymore and a "network" or a nonlinear system or a feedback system will be formed (Kurttila, 2000) . In the new system, rules and formulas of hierarchy cannot be used to calculate the weight of components, but Network Theory must be used (Saati, 1986) 
ANALYSIS AND RESULTS
At the first step, the interdependency of variables was defined according to the following table. As it is evident, the researcher assumes an interdependency among variables. To prove the existence of dependency among variables, the questionnaire data should be analyzed. In the following chart, the results of paired comparisons with inconsistent coefficient of 0.2422 are described. As can be seen, judgment of the users suggest that training is of a great importance, but the ultimate standpoint about the importance is stated by final axis of the network. 
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Fig 4
According to the above diagram, compatibility (0.237), training(0.22), and control(0.208) possess, respectively, the highest importance and impact in priority of using softwares, based on users' viewpoints.
RESEARCH FINDINGS
The resulting quantitative analysis represents the significance of criteria from the accounting software users' viewpoints that developers must take into account when promoting applied softwares. The suggested criteria are among nonoperational requirements of this type of software products and the customers might not point to them explicitly while they are in the phase of relating and extracting the product requirements. But developers must take into account these criteria in all phases of the project in order to attract the attention of the customers and promote the product quality, because quality is not something they can add after completion of the product. 
